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Introduction

TreeUtahds demonst r-@rthard nvasplantedia 2006anmpartnership

with the Salt Lake City Parks Department and the Day -Riverside Library. It is a local
example of the newly emerging  vision of forest g ardening. Forest gardening is an
approach to restoring our local communi ties whose time has come. This oasis in our
valley demonstrate how to  consciously apply the principles of ecology designing home
scale gardens that mimic forest ecosystem structure and functions, that also grow

food, fuel, fiber, fodder, ferti  lizer, herbal medicines, and  beauty . Indeed, we must begin
learning to apply ecological principles to the design of our food production systems

now il for we are rapidly approaching or are already at the peak of planetary oil

production, and the world of energy descent is upon us. This sea change in our culture
will require that we learn to live within our energetic means and begin to rebuild

ecological communities that support human and humane lives without diminishing the

ability of the ecological life support systems to support our ch ildren and grandchildren.
While these global problems can seem overwhelming, many of the solutions available to

us are local, personal, empowering, and potentially enlivening, enlightening, and

enjoyable. Edible forest gardening is one of these solutions, and we now have the
resources at hand to tra  nsform our own yards and neighborhoods into productive
ecological par adi ses. 6

The idea for this project emerged from a gathering of University of Utah Environmental

Studies students in the late autumn of 2004. The goal of the student gathering was to

choose a couple local initiatives which students would like to support. In the spring of

2005 TreeUtah invited Toby Hemenway, author of
workshop on the principles we would need to des ign and plant our edible food forest.

Toby returned in 2009 to give another weekend workshop and was amazed at the

growth and health of our  then three year old forest garden. The EcoGarden -Orchard is

now a vibrant example of we can transform not only our o wn yards into productive

paradises, but our neighborhoods and entire communities into ecological oases.

This manual provides maps, pictures and information on the 78 plant species we have
cultivated successfully  in our demonstration EcoGarden  -Orchard . You will find
descriptions, habitat information, guild functions, uses and care for each of these
plants. TreeUtah will provide ongoing workshops on various topics related to
establishing these amazing ecological sanctuaries. You can find details about our
workshops at our website:  www.treeutah.org

If you are interested in exploring this emerging field in more depth we recommend Toby
Hemenwayds Gai addEditiofs Ve ateeimthedrocess of exploring the
possibility of bringing in Toby in 2012 for a six weekend over a six month period. This
would be a full fledged permaculture certification course. If you would like more
information on this or would be inter ested in participating in this course contact
Vaughn Lovejoy, vaughn@treeutah.org

Vaughn Lovejoy

EcoGarden -Community Orchard Coordinator
TreeUtah

740 South 300 West #301

Salt Lake City, UT 84101


http://www.treeutah.org/
mailto:vaughn@treeutah.org
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